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OOHn \~ Greetings in Jesus' name. 
~ It is indeed a blessing to 

~~~~W!J ,~ be God's children and be 
of God's Family in 

JCC. All of you can 
probably affinn that in one 

or another. However this is not to say you are all the time happy 
r:,:;::::wg_,_"jl'lU!!ili8!ll"lll.- with this church or the pastors. However I believe you all 

are very gracious despite all these things. I thank you for 
your love and understanding. 

On this topic, Dr Dale A. Robbins has a very thoughtful 
note to share entitled: "How to keep from getting hurt 
in the church"... .. The title of this writing may seem to 
be rather unusual. After all , we would suppose the church 
to be a safe place - right? However, unfortunately, the 
church has sometimes been a place where many have 
experienced wounds instead of healing . In fact, statistics 
show that a great percentage of persons who cease 
attending church, do so because of some type of offense 
or injury to their feelings that happened there. Sometimes 
these occur because of the insensitivity of the church; 
other times, people are themselves at fault for being too 
touchy or sensitive to misunderstandings. In any case, it 
is sad that such experiences ever occur, because the 
church is an indispensable part of the believer's life. Not 
only does it provide a place to worship, serve and learn 
about God, but it is also a community where believers can 
practice love toward their brethren as the Bible requires; 
"But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanses us from all sin" (1 John 1 :7). 

Whatever you do, don't give up on the church. God 
requires you to be faithful to it and to be accountable to its 

rs. (~ee Hebrews 10:25; 13:17). If you have been hurt there, don't 
run away - but equip yourself with the protection of God's Word. You may not be 
able to stop offensive things from happening, but by applying God's principles 
you can stop them from hurting you. "Great peace have they which love thy law: 
and nothing shall offend them" (Psa 119:165 KJV) . 

. . J 



The following 13 steps can help believers protect themselves from getting hurt in 
a church: 

(1) Avoid developing unreasonable expectations of the church 
- "My soul, wait silently for God alone, For my expectation is from Him" (Psa. 
62:5). 

The definition of disappointment is "the failure to attain 
one's expectations." Don't expect things from the church 
or the minister that they can't deliver, or that the Bible 
doesn't teach for them to do. Many expectations have to 
do with preconceived "traditions" which we have come to 
associate with a church, perhaps from another fellowship 
we once attended or grew up in, etc. It's a good idea to 
meet with the pastor and ask what you can expect of his 
ministry and the church. 

Occasionally people get disappointed when they find out 
their church can't supply all their earthly needs. Most 
ministers and churches do attempt to help people in every 
way they can - especially the needy during crisis and 
emergencies. But some people come to expect the 
church to meet all their material needs or pay their bills 
like the early church did. Unfortunately, this just isn't 
possible unless everyone agrees to sell all their property 
and possessions and give them to the church like the 
early believers (Acts 4:34-35). Most churches would be 
blessed if everyone merely paid their tithes, however 
statistics show that only a small percentage of 
churchgoers give a full tithe regularly. 

Neither is it realistic to expect the pastor to spend all his 
time with you, to attend every social. function, or for him to 
show you constant attention. Instead, learn to place your 
expectations upon God - He will always be faithful to His 
promises in His Word and will never let you down. 

(2) Don't place an absolute trust in people - "Thus says the LORD: 
Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart 
departs from the LORD" (Jer. 17:5). 
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Rodney Ratnam was reported missing when he 
walked alit of the church at 4.00pm on Easter 
Sunday and was not seen again. The pastors 
together with Jim Lee made a search on Monday 
and also madc a Police Report when they were 
ullable to find Rodney. His brother has been ~ \ ,,:'-ra v~ :11'' 

. ~ ~ jinronned or his absence. _ ~.,. "_' .!I .-6 

FOUND! He came baek to church on nIIJt~Thursday night, 19th / .pr. Thank God • ... w _v' . ~ 
for protecting him from 
harm and danger. ...J.lltil.1UI 
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The Church needs renewal. Time may ossify the Church, making 
her lose her resilience and vitality; we therefore need renewal to perk her up. 
Renewal in the Church may involve different areas: renewal of unity, renewal of 
spiritual life, renewal of openness, renewal of leadership, renewal of our mission, 
etc. The individual congregations know best in which areas they are in need of 
renewal .. 

The Church needs a breakthrough. Time may confine the 
Church in a bottle, restraining her and limiting her life; we therefore need a 
breakthrough for change. In recent years, the structure and organisation of the 
Church, its shepherding style, and even seminary training , missions and 
evangelism, etc. are undergoing continual and significant changes. The Church 
needs to be more open, bolder in exploration, and working towards blazing new 
trails with the goal of attaining a breakthrough. 

The Church needs growth. The Church is the body of Christ; she 
has life and so is a living organism. As and when the Church stops growing, she 
will begin to deteriorate, even to the point of death. There are many causes for a 
Church to decline. However, riding on renewal and a breakthrough, we can bring 
growth to the Church. 

In this age of constant change, what is "changeable" and what is 
"unchangeable" in the Church? We have to depend on Scriptures for guidance 
and instruction. Being a denominational Church, in the midst of changes wrought 
by renewal, how we preserve our tradition and distinctives will require careful 
attention. The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of renewal; in every age, the Spirit's wind 
blows in a particular direction. Hence, the Church ought to be sensitive and alert 
not only to the environment but also to the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit. 
Only then will we be transformed by the renewing of our mind and be able to test 
and approve what God's will is - His good, pleasing and perfect will. (Rom. 12:2) 

I wish that LCOR will achieve renewal , breakthrough and growth as it 
enters its 41 sl year and ushers in a new millennium. 

Bishop John Tan 
Lutheran Church in Singapore 

Come to terms with the fact that everyone is human and will fail you at sometime 
or another. Even the pastor will make mistakes. The only one you can trust 
entirely without fail is God. 

Realizing that any human can fall short, the degree of trust we place in people 
must be limited and will depend on their track record. The more we get to know a 
person's character and the history of their behavior, we'll be able to determine 
how trustworthy they are. This is one of the reasons why the scriptures tell us to 
get to know our pastors and spiritual leaders - so from their godly lifestyle, we'll 
be able to trust their leadership. "And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those 
who labor among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you." (1 Thes. 
5:12). 

There's a difference between "love" and "trust." It's possible to love and forgive 
someone, without placing an absolute trust in them. To illustrate this, let's say 
there's a school bus driver who has a drinking problem. One day while 
transporting a load of children he becomes intoxicated, wrecks the bus and kills 

all the children. As the lone survivor of the crash, he turns 
E;tjfJg:·~~'!i;IjJJ to the church to seek God's forgiveness for this horrible 

;;.0 

act of irresponsibility. If he repents of his sin, will God 
c..:fi!.I;..I. tjJjC~jlj forgive him? Absolutely. Should the church love and 

forgive this person? Of course! And what if he would then 
~@@t like to volunteer to drive the church bus for us? Do we 

trust him? Absolutely not! It would be unthinkable to put a 
person in the driver's seat, who has shown such recent .'.'./--.1..". 
negligence. Certainly, we love and forgive him, but 
because of this man's poor track record, we could not risk 
the lives of our passengers. Over a long period of sobriety ~ and safe driving, this person may be able to prove that he 

I 'a~lor ~ lici1;II,:i is again reliable, capable of being trusted as a bus driver. 

$;.) 
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Remember that love and forgiveness is granted 
unconditionally, but trust must be "earned ." Trust is the 
acquired confidence in a person's actions. We certainly 

:,. can, and should trust persons who show trustworthy 
/ behavior, but because all men have the potential for 

... 
j"\ 	 failure, we should never put an infallible sense of trust in 

anyone but God. 
i\l:Jrl ill ('111'':111 

(3) Focus on common ground ~ "Now I plead 
with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the 



same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1: 10). 

Avoid becoming highly opinionated. Opinions are the interpretations and ideas of 
men, which if constantly pressed on other people, can cause division or promote 
sinful debates and quarrels (Rom. 1 :29). Opinionated people are prone to get 
hurt when others disagree with them. 

The Bible teaches for all Christians to "speak the same thing" so that there will be 
unity in the body of Christ (1 Cor. 1: 10). The only way such unity is possible, is 
for Christians to focus on the common ground of Christ and His Word. That is, we 
need to "say what the Word says," to let the Word speak for itself and not try to 
promote divisive opinions about it. In scripture, we see that Paul instructed 
Timothy to "Preach the Word," not his opinions (2 Tim. 4:2). A preacher is 
intended be a delivery boy of God's message, not a commentator of the 
message. That's the Holy Spirit's job (1 John 2:27). 

Similarly, at one time the news media was required to comply with a very strict 
code of ethics. They were to r~port the facts of the news accurately without 
adding their opinion or commentary. However, as time has passed, news 
reporting has become less factual and more opinionated - corrupted with 
rumors and gossip rather than real information. Reporters have evolved into 
commentators, which manipulate what people think about the news. Like 
reporters, preachers need to stick with the facts. 

Naturally every believer has his or her own convictions about a great many 
things, but if you continually try to push your opinions on others, conflict will 
eventually emerge. Avoid controversy over scriptures which are vague and foster 
many interpretations - stand fast upon those common, basic truths - Jesus, 
His life, death and resurrection - and don't add to what God's Word says. 
"Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him. Do 
not add to His words, lest He reprove you, and you be found a liar" (Prov. 30:5
6). 

(4) Don't expect any church to be perfect ~ "For I know that in me 
(that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to 
perform what is good I do not find . For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but 
the evil I will not to do, that I practice." (Rom. 7:18-19) 

It is remarkable to consider that the Apostle Paul - the great author of scripture 
- openly confessed that he was not perfect. Like us, he experienced struggles 

Renew~l, Breakthrough and Growth 

The Lutheran Church Of Our Redeemer (LCOR) was formed in 1960 as 
the first Lutheran congregation in Singapore. 40 years have gone past since her 
inauguration and she is now marching forward to its 41 st anniversary. For human 
beings, 40 years can transform a newborn babe into an able-bodied person in his 
prime of life. How is this for a church? In 40 years of growth, does the church 
become fully developed like a person reaching his prime of 
life and growing in the faith and in the knowledge of the 
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ? (Eph. 4: 13) Or does 
the church remain at the acquaintance stage with 
regard to the elementary truths of God's word, like an 
infant who is still in need of milk? (Heb. 5: 12 - 6: 1) 

The construction of the LCOR's new 
building has just been completed, and worship 
services in different languages are already being 
conducted therein. It is a joyous occasion to 
worship God in a new sanctuary as we step into 
a new millennium. However, moving into a 
sanctuary does not mean the completion of :-A8iiV::;::;;:::&jft 
work for LCOR: it is but the beginning. It is ~ '. III! 

41 stlike what the church's anniversary 
theme says: the LCOR is like the Israelites who, having wandered in the 
wilderness for 40 years, are now ready to enter into the land of Canaan. 
Nevertheless, before they can taste the promised abundance of milk and honey, 
they still have many battles to fight and enemies to conquer. How the LCOR 
accepts the challenges ahead and finally achieves victory is worth pondering 
about. 

Moving into a new era, there are new challenges as well as new 
opportunities posed by changes in the environment. We should be constantly re- .I 

examining the essential characteristics of the Church as she undergoes changes 
wrought both by internal and external renewals. Only then will we be better 
prepared to fulfil our role as a body of Christ called to bring salvation to the lost in 
our generation, and to expand the eternal Kingdom of God on Earth. 

. ~, 



say only to you, he will deliver it to you personally, in private - not in subtle hints 
from his sermon. 

Besides this, it is the job of the Holy Spirit to personalize God's Word to us so 
that we'll examine ourselves and search our own hearts. When the Lord is 
dealing with us about His Word, it may seem like the pastor is speaking directly 
to us. Sometimes the Holy Spirit may even direct the preacher to unwittingly say 
things that may pertain specifically to us. The best attitude to have is to listen to 
each message objectively. In every sermon from the Bible, God has something to 
say to all of us. Be open to whatever the Lord would have to say, willing to 
accept His correction or guidance. Defensiveness is usually a sign of resistance 
to conviction. 

It is my prayer that these principles will help and encourage you in your 
relationship with the church. If you been injured there or have merely strayed 
away, I urge you to find God's grace to forgive those who may have hurt you and 
return to the fellowship of God people. As challenging as it may seem 
sometimes, the church is Christ's plan for His people, and it is there that He will 
develop and mature you into a fully equipped disciple of His kingdom. Amen. 

Pastor Marti" yee 

WHAT WAS JESUS' PLAN FOR US? 

Go Into all the world and preach the good He commanded us to preach to the people 
news to all creation. Whoever believes and is and to testify that he is the one whom God 
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 
believe will be condemned. (Mark 16:15-16) (Acts 10:42) 

And now, compelled by the Spirit , I am going
After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he 

to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to 
was taken up into heaven and he sat at the 

me there. (Acts 20:22) 
right hand of God. Then the disciples went out 
and preached everywhere, and the Lord 

Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, 
worked with them .. . (Mark 16:1So20) for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I 
He appOinted twelve-designating them do not preach the gospel! (1 Cor 9:16) 
apostles-that they might be with him and that 
he might send them out to preach ... (Mark 
3:14) Here I am! I stand at the 

door and knock. Ifanyone 
And pray for us, too, that God may open a hears my voice and opens 
door for our message, so that we may the door, I will come in 
proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am and eat with him, and he 
in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, with me 
as I should . 5 Be wise in the way you act Revelations 3:20 
toward outsiders; make the most of every 
opportunity (Colossians 4:3-5) 

in his flesh to do the right things. If one of the leading authors of scripture and 
apostles of the early church admitted to this, it should not seem too strange if we 
find other brothers and sisters in the church struggling with imperfections too. 

Since churches are made up of people like you and me who have imperfections, 
there will never be such a thing as a perfect church. Unless people understand 
this, they'll have an unrealistic view of the church, and will eventually become 
disillusioned and hurt. 

One of the jobs of the church ministry is to help perfect the saints - like a 
spiritual hospital, where people go to get well. Instead of resenting persons in the 
church for their flaws, be thankful they're there trying to grow in Christ to get 
better. Learn to love and accept people for what they are - they're not any more 
perfect than you are. 

Just as it has been said of beauty, imperfection is in the eye of the beholder. A 
person with a negative attitude can find fault wherever they wish. In contrast the 
person with a positive outlook can always find the good and beauty in things. The 
well-adjusted person in the church should seek out the good and encouraging 
things as the Bible teaches (Phil. 4:8) . Those who dwell on the negative or 
continually find fault with the church will eventually get hurt. 

(5) Don't seek to promote yourself or your own agenda - "Do 
not lift up your horn on high; Do not speak with a stiff neck. For exattation comes 
neither from the east Nor from the west nor from the south. But God is the Judge: 
He puts down one, And exalts another" (Psa. 75:5-7). 

Have a humble and meek attitude like Christ (Matt. 11 :29, Rom. 12:3). Besides 
being obnoxious, pride and arrogance will set you up for a fall (Prov. 16: 18). 
Don't promote yourself, campaign or strive to attain an appOinted or elected 
position. God is the one who puts persons in such positions, and unless He does 
it, stay away from it. Lift up the Lord in all that you say and all you do. Don't boast 
or talk about yourself. "He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He 
who seeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is 
in Him" (John 7:18). 

Avoid an attitude of competition, which creates conflict in unity. A competitive 
attitude compares self with others, and strives to rise above that comparison (2 
Cor. 10:12). The philosophy of Christianity is not to try to outdo one another, but 
to submit to and lift up one another (Eph. 5:21). We are even told to "prefer" our 
brother above ourselves. "Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly 
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same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1: 10). 

Avoid becoming highly opinionated. Opinions are the interpretations and ideas of 
men, which if constantly pressed on other people, can cause division or promote 
sinful debates and quarrels (Rom. 1 :29). Opinionated people are prone to get 
hurt when others disagree with them. 

The Bible teaches for all Christians to "speak the same thing" so that there will be 
unity in the body of Christ (1 Cor. 1: 10). The only way such unity is possible, is 
for Christians to focus on the common ground of Christ and His Word. That is, we 
need to "say what the Word says," to let the Word speak for itself and not try to 
promote divisive opinions about it. In scripture, we see that Paul instructed 
Timothy to "Preach the Word," not his opinions (2 Tim. 4:2). A preacher is 
intended be a delivery boy of God's message, not a commentator of the 
message. That's the Holy Spirit's job (1 John 2:27). 

Similarly, at one time the news media was required to comply with a very strict 
code of ethics. They were to r~port the facts of the news accurately without 
adding their opinion or commentary. However, as time has passed, news 
reporting has become less factual and more opinionated - corrupted with 
rumors and gossip rather than real information. Reporters have evolved into 
commentators, which manipulate what people think about the news. Like 
reporters, preachers need to stick with the facts. 

Naturally every believer has his or her own convictions about a great many 
things, but if you continually try to push your opinions on others, conflict will 
eventually emerge. Avoid controversy over scriptures which are vague and foster 
many interpretations - stand fast upon those common, basic truths - Jesus, 
His life, death and resurrection - and don't add to what God's Word says. 
"Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him. Do 
not add to His words, lest He reprove you, and you be found a liar" (Prov. 30:5
6). 

(4) Don't expect any church to be perfect ~ "For I know that in me 
(that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to 
perform what is good I do not find . For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but 
the evil I will not to do, that I practice." (Rom. 7:18-19) 

It is remarkable to consider that the Apostle Paul - the great author of scripture 
- openly confessed that he was not perfect. Like us, he experienced struggles 

Renew~l, Breakthrough and Growth 

The Lutheran Church Of Our Redeemer (LCOR) was formed in 1960 as 
the first Lutheran congregation in Singapore. 40 years have gone past since her 
inauguration and she is now marching forward to its 41 st anniversary. For human 
beings, 40 years can transform a newborn babe into an able-bodied person in his 
prime of life. How is this for a church? In 40 years of growth, does the church 
become fully developed like a person reaching his prime of 
life and growing in the faith and in the knowledge of the 
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ? (Eph. 4: 13) Or does 
the church remain at the acquaintance stage with 
regard to the elementary truths of God's word, like an 
infant who is still in need of milk? (Heb. 5: 12 - 6: 1) 

The construction of the LCOR's new 
building has just been completed, and worship 
services in different languages are already being 
conducted therein. It is a joyous occasion to 
worship God in a new sanctuary as we step into 
a new millennium. However, moving into a 
sanctuary does not mean the completion of :-A8iiV::;::;;:::&jft 
work for LCOR: it is but the beginning. It is ~ '. III! 

41 stlike what the church's anniversary 
theme says: the LCOR is like the Israelites who, having wandered in the 
wilderness for 40 years, are now ready to enter into the land of Canaan. 
Nevertheless, before they can taste the promised abundance of milk and honey, 
they still have many battles to fight and enemies to conquer. How the LCOR 
accepts the challenges ahead and finally achieves victory is worth pondering 
about. 

Moving into a new era, there are new challenges as well as new 
opportunities posed by changes in the environment. We should be constantly re- .I 

examining the essential characteristics of the Church as she undergoes changes 
wrought both by internal and external renewals. Only then will we be better 
prepared to fulfil our role as a body of Christ called to bring salvation to the lost in 
our generation, and to expand the eternal Kingdom of God on Earth. 
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The Church needs renewal. Time may ossify the Church, making 
her lose her resilience and vitality; we therefore need renewal to perk her up. 
Renewal in the Church may involve different areas: renewal of unity, renewal of 
spiritual life, renewal of openness, renewal of leadership, renewal of our mission, 
etc. The individual congregations know best in which areas they are in need of 
renewal .. 

The Church needs a breakthrough. Time may confine the 
Church in a bottle, restraining her and limiting her life; we therefore need a 
breakthrough for change. In recent years, the structure and organisation of the 
Church, its shepherding style, and even seminary training , missions and 
evangelism, etc. are undergoing continual and significant changes. The Church 
needs to be more open, bolder in exploration, and working towards blazing new 
trails with the goal of attaining a breakthrough. 

The Church needs growth. The Church is the body of Christ; she 
has life and so is a living organism. As and when the Church stops growing, she 
will begin to deteriorate, even to the point of death. There are many causes for a 
Church to decline. However, riding on renewal and a breakthrough, we can bring 
growth to the Church. 

In this age of constant change, what is "changeable" and what is 
"unchangeable" in the Church? We have to depend on Scriptures for guidance 
and instruction. Being a denominational Church, in the midst of changes wrought 
by renewal, how we preserve our tradition and distinctives will require careful 
attention. The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of renewal; in every age, the Spirit's wind 
blows in a particular direction. Hence, the Church ought to be sensitive and alert 
not only to the environment but also to the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit. 
Only then will we be transformed by the renewing of our mind and be able to test 
and approve what God's will is - His good, pleasing and perfect will. (Rom. 12:2) 

I wish that LCOR will achieve renewal , breakthrough and growth as it 
enters its 41 sl year and ushers in a new millennium. 

Bishop John Tan 
Lutheran Church in Singapore 

Come to terms with the fact that everyone is human and will fail you at sometime 
or another. Even the pastor will make mistakes. The only one you can trust 
entirely without fail is God. 

Realizing that any human can fall short, the degree of trust we place in people 
must be limited and will depend on their track record. The more we get to know a 
person's character and the history of their behavior, we'll be able to determine 
how trustworthy they are. This is one of the reasons why the scriptures tell us to 
get to know our pastors and spiritual leaders - so from their godly lifestyle, we'll 
be able to trust their leadership. "And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those 
who labor among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you." (1 Thes. 
5:12). 

There's a difference between "love" and "trust." It's possible to love and forgive 
someone, without placing an absolute trust in them. To illustrate this, let's say 
there's a school bus driver who has a drinking problem. One day while 
transporting a load of children he becomes intoxicated, wrecks the bus and kills 

all the children. As the lone survivor of the crash, he turns 
E;tjfJg:·~~'!i;IjJJ to the church to seek God's forgiveness for this horrible 
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act of irresponsibility. If he repents of his sin, will God 
c..:fi!.I;..I. tjJjC~jlj forgive him? Absolutely. Should the church love and 

forgive this person? Of course! And what if he would then 
~@@t like to volunteer to drive the church bus for us? Do we 

trust him? Absolutely not! It would be unthinkable to put a 
person in the driver's seat, who has shown such recent .'.'./--.1..". 
negligence. Certainly, we love and forgive him, but 
because of this man's poor track record, we could not risk 
the lives of our passengers. Over a long period of sobriety ~ and safe driving, this person may be able to prove that he 

I 'a~lor ~ lici1;II,:i is again reliable, capable of being trusted as a bus driver. 
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Remember that love and forgiveness is granted 
unconditionally, but trust must be "earned ." Trust is the 
acquired confidence in a person's actions. We certainly 

:,. can, and should trust persons who show trustworthy 
/ behavior, but because all men have the potential for 

... 
j"\ 	 failure, we should never put an infallible sense of trust in 

anyone but God. 
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(3) Focus on common ground ~ "Now I plead 
with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the 



The following 13 steps can help believers protect themselves from getting hurt in 
a church: 

(1) Avoid developing unreasonable expectations of the church 
- "My soul, wait silently for God alone, For my expectation is from Him" (Psa. 
62:5). 

The definition of disappointment is "the failure to attain 
one's expectations." Don't expect things from the church 
or the minister that they can't deliver, or that the Bible 
doesn't teach for them to do. Many expectations have to 
do with preconceived "traditions" which we have come to 
associate with a church, perhaps from another fellowship 
we once attended or grew up in, etc. It's a good idea to 
meet with the pastor and ask what you can expect of his 
ministry and the church. 

Occasionally people get disappointed when they find out 
their church can't supply all their earthly needs. Most 
ministers and churches do attempt to help people in every 
way they can - especially the needy during crisis and 
emergencies. But some people come to expect the 
church to meet all their material needs or pay their bills 
like the early church did. Unfortunately, this just isn't 
possible unless everyone agrees to sell all their property 
and possessions and give them to the church like the 
early believers (Acts 4:34-35). Most churches would be 
blessed if everyone merely paid their tithes, however 
statistics show that only a small percentage of 
churchgoers give a full tithe regularly. 

Neither is it realistic to expect the pastor to spend all his 
time with you, to attend every social. function, or for him to 
show you constant attention. Instead, learn to place your 
expectations upon God - He will always be faithful to His 
promises in His Word and will never let you down. 

(2) Don't place an absolute trust in people - "Thus says the LORD: 
Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart 
departs from the LORD" (Jer. 17:5). 
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ADULT CHILDREN 
BAPTISM BAPTISM 
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Rodney Ratnam was reported missing when he 
walked alit of the church at 4.00pm on Easter 
Sunday and was not seen again. The pastors 
together with Jim Lee made a search on Monday 
and also madc a Police Report when they were 
ullable to find Rodney. His brother has been ~ \ ,,:'-ra v~ :11'' 

. ~ ~ jinronned or his absence. _ ~.,. "_' .!I .-6 

FOUND! He came baek to church on nIIJt~Thursday night, 19th / .pr. Thank God • ... w _v' . ~ 
for protecting him from 
harm and danger. ...J.lltil.1UI 
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